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induced us to refer this subject to your consideration, but without offer-
ing any opinion upon it, which we hope \ou will think unnecessary as
your judgement upon it will not require the aid of any local knowledge.
162.    The fort of Buxar from its natural and improved state being
a place of some strength, and proper from its situation to furnish the
necessary detachments for enforcing the  collections and  preserving  the
peace of the contiguous parts of the frontier of Bahar and the Zemmdary
of Raja Mahipnarain, we have made some additions to the command at
that station from the cantonments at Dinapore, and
ordered a small depot of provisions to be constant!)
kept up in the garrison.
163.    Major Thomas Nichol, who was restored by you to the Com-
pany's service, has addressed us on the subject of his rank, which in con-
sequence of the general amnesty you were pleased to
31      arc "             pass on the conduct of the officers concerned in the
resignation of 1766, of whom he was one, he thought should be equal to
his progress in the regular rise of the service from his original place in
it before that event. As the rank which he now possesses is held by
virtue of your authority we have referred him for any further claim
which he may have to your decision.
164.    We  likewise  take  the  liberty   to  request your  determination
upon the memorial of Mr. John Stormonth, a Surgeon in your service,
which was formerly referred to you in our General Letter noted in the
margin, but to which we have hitherto received no reply.    Mr. Stormonth
has lately renewed his petition, and we have the honor to transmit you
a copy of his letter.
165.    Mr. Hare the late Sheriff having received our orders to repair
the  harronbarry or  house of correction in  Calcutta at  the  same  time
,   ^T       ,           when we authorized him to correct a proper prison
iftth November.            n           ,   .u             .  .,            .   ,   ,          A:    j         j
0                         wall round the new jail reported to us the decayed
state of the buildings and wall which required such a thorough repair
that he estimated its expence at 25,000 rupees. At the same time he
proposed the erection of a new harronbarry in the stile of the new
jail and adjoining to it, by which a nuisance would be removed from the
centre of the town and a more durable accommodation established in
its room. As he offered to complete this building for the amount required
to repair the old one, and to receive this sum in Company's interest notes,
provided also that the ground of the old jail and the old harronbarry
should be given up to him, which upon a valuation made by the Com-
mittee of Revenue was reported at 150 rupees per cotta* to be worth
sicca rupees 31,600, and this proposal appearing to the
17       ebruary.         Governor   General   to   be   an   eligible  one   we  were
inclined to agree to it.   But understanding Mr. Hare had conceived an
intention of going to Europe, which appeared to us a material obstacle
against entering into a contract with him, he prevailed on Mr. Prinsep